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or would have acknowledged it as applicable to
themselves, even if they had understood it. The
experiences and reports of their agents in England
seem to have taught them nothing and served
only to confirm their belief that a Stuart was a
tyrant and that all English authorities were natural
enemies. They had labored and suffered in the
vineyard of the Lord and they wished to be let alone
to enjoy their dearly won privileges. Randolph
wrote, soon after his arrival in New England, that
the colony was acting "as high as ever," and that
"it was in every one's mouth that they are not
subject to the laws of England nor were such
laws in force until confirmed by their authority/*
The colony neglected to send the agents demanded,
alleging expense, the dangers of the sea, the diffi-
culty of finding any one to accept the post, and
their belief that King and council were "taken up
with matters pf greater importance,'9 until finally
in September, 1680, the King wrote an exceedingly
sharp letter, calling the excuses "insufficient pre-
tences," and commanding that agents be sent
within three months. Strange to say the colony
even then allowed a year to elapse before com-
plying, and again instructed those whom they sent
to agree to nothing that concerned the charter..